medical aid or consultation which the Government doctors
considered necessary, and they do not think that there was any
delay in summoning outside aid when the Government doctors
decided that it was needed. It was on January 28th that they
were first informed that Mrs. Gandhi had asked for the services
of Dr. Dinshah Mehta; and it was not until January 31st that
they were told that Dr. Gilder had asked for consultation with
certain other doctors. On February 1st the Bombay Government
were explicitly informed that any extra medical aid or consul-
tation might be allowed which the Government doctors consi-
dered necessary or useful. If Dr. Dinshah Mehta was not called
in earlier, it was due to the view originally expressed by both
Col. Bhandari and Dr. Gilder that his services could not be of any
use, but he was summoned as soon as the Government doctors
revised that opinion. Your letter of January 27th, which did not
reach the Government of India until February 1st, made some
reference to your wife's wish to see an Ayurvedic physician,
but no name was mentioned and it was not until February 9th
that a definite request for the services of Vaidyaraj Sharma
was received. The request was then granted within 24 hours
and as soon as the Government of India were made aware of
the difficulties resulting from his not being accommodated inside
the Palace, the necessary permission was given for him to reside
there. In the circumstances the Government of India feel that
they did everything possible to ensure that your wife received
all the treatment that you wished during her illness.
2.    As to the question of release, the Government of India
still feel that the course they adopted was the best and kindest.
It was reported to them on January 25th that your son, Devadas
Gandhi, had asked his mother whether she would like to be
released on parole and she had replied that she would not like
to leave the Palace without her husband. Government have
made no Use of this report, since it was the record of a private
conversation; but it confirmed them in the view expressed
above. The misunderstanding about the statement in America
quite wrongly attributed to Sir Girjashanker Bajpai has been
cleared up by answers to questions in the Legislative Assembly
which you have doubtless seen.
3.    The arrangements  for the  funeral were  understood
here to be in accordance with your wishes. The Government
made enquiries on the point and were informed that you had
not special preference between the first two alternatives men-
tioned in your letter.
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